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Starting with the gospel 

 “After John was put in prison, Jesus 
went into Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God. ‘The time has 
come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God 
has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news!’” 

                                          - Mark 1.14-15 



The gospel . .  
o  is the good news of God’s kingdom breaking into 

history 
o  is the climax of a long story in Old Testament 
o  is news about the goal of the history of the world 

and all  its peoples 
o  is the good news about restoration of all of 

human life in context of creation 
o  is about its arrival in Jesus especially his death 

and resurrection 



Living in a Story  

o  Embracing the gospel in faith means 
accepting an invitation to live in the 
biblical story 
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Living in a Story  

o  Embracing the gospel in faith means 
accepting an invitation to live in the 
biblical story 

o  Our whole lives will be shaped by some 
story 



Fox and the Crow 

A fox compliments a 
crow: “My you have 
a lovely voice; won’t 
you sing me a 
song?” 
 
What is the meaning 
of this event? 



Fox and the Crow 
The crow sits perched high 
in a tree with a piece of 
meat.  There is a famine in 
the forest and all the animals 
use different strategies in an 
attempt to get the meat.  The 
fox compliments the crow.  
It opens its mouth; the meat 
falls out and the fox runs 
away with it. 
 
Don’t be deceived by 
flattery! 



Story 

xxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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Of what story am I a part? 

 I can only answer the question “What 
am I to do?” if I can answer the prior 
question “Of what story do I find 
myself a part?” 
      -Alasdair MacIntyre 



Is there a real story, a true story? 

 The way we understand human life 
depends on what conception we have 
of the human story.  What is the real 
story of which my life story is a part? 

 
      -Lesslie Newbigin 

 



The way the world is 

“. . . a story is the best way of 
talking about the way the world 
actually is.” 
      - N.T. Wright 



Two Stories on Offer 
     In our contemporary culture  . . . two quite different 

stories are told. One is the story of evolution, of the 
development of the species through the survival of the 
strong, and the story of the rise of civilization, our type of 
civilization, and its success in giving humankind mastery 
of nature. The other story is the one embodied in the 
Bible, the story of creation and fall, of God’s election of a 
people to be the bearers of his purpose for humankind, 
and of the coming of the one in whom that purpose is to 
be fulfilled. These are two different and incompatible 
stories (Lesslie Newbigin). 



Living in the real story 

 To accept the authority of this story is 
to enter it and to inhabit it. It is to live 
in the world as the world is portrayed 
in this story.  
     - Richard Bauckham

  



The Bible as one story 

 . . . the whole point of Christianity is 
that it offers a story which is the 
story of the whole world. It is public 
truth. (N.T. Wright) 



A Bíblia como uma história 

 . . . o ponto principal do cristianismo 
é que ele oferece uma história que é 
a verdadeira história do mundo todo. 
É uma verdade pública. (N.T. 
Wright). 



A Hindu’s observation! 
 “I can’t understand why you missionaries present the 
Bible to us in India as another book of religion. It is not a 
book of religion—and anyway we have plenty of books 
of religion in India already. We don’t need any more! I 
find in your Bible a unique interpretation of universal 
history, the history of the whole creation and the history 
of the human race. And therefore a unique interpretation 
of the human person as a responsible actor in history. 
That is unique. There is nothing else in the whole 
religious literature of the world to put alongside of 
it” (Badrinath, Hindu scholar). 



Uma observação Hindu! 

 Não consigo entender por que vocês missionários 
apresentam a Bíblia para nós, na Índia, como mais um 
livro de religião. Não é um livro de religião - e de 
qualquer maneira, nós já temos diversos livros de 
religião na Índia. Não precisamos de mais! Eu encontro 
na sua Bíblia, uma interpretação singular da história 
universal, a história de toda a criação e a história da raça 
humana. E desta forma, uma interpretação singular da 
pessoa humana como um agente responsável na história. 
Isto é ímpar. Não há nada mais, em toda a literatura 
religiosa do mundo, que se compare a isto (Badrinath). 



A word from an unbelieving literary critic! 

 Far from seeking, like Homer, merely to make us 
forget our own reality for a few hours, it seeks to 
overcome our reality: we are to fit our own life 
into its world, feel ourselves to be elements in its 
structure of universal history . . . Everything else 
that happens in the world can only be conceived as 
an element in this sequence; into it everything that 
is known about the world . . . must be fitted as an 
ingredient of the divine plan. 

             - Erich Auerbach (comparing Homer’s Oddyssey to Old Testament) 



Word from non-Christian sociologist 

The waning of Christianity as practised in 
the West is easy to explain. The Christian 
churches have comprehensively failed in 
their one central task—to retell their 
foundation story in a way that might speak 
to the times. 

     - John Carroll 



Why is it important to understand the 
Bible as one story? 
o  Only way we can resist being “conformed to 

the world” (Rom 12.2) 
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, 
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is true worship.  Do not conform 
any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing, and perfect will (Rom 12.1-2). 
 



Danger of being conformed to world 
o  Breaking up the Bible into little bits—moral, sermon, 

theological, historical-critical, devotional 
  

 If we allow the Bible to become fragmented, it is in danger of 
being absorbed into whatever other story is shaping our 
culture, and it will thus cease to shape our lives as it should. 
Idolatry has twisted the dominant cultural story of the secular 
Western world. If as believers we allow this story (rather than 
the Bible) to become the foundation of our thought and action, 
then our lives will manifest not the truths of Scripture, but the 
lies of an idolatrous culture. Hence, the unity of Scripture is no 
minor matter: a fragmented Bible may actually produce 
theologically orthodox, morally upright, warmly pious idol 
worshippers! (Drama of Scripture, 12 or 14) 



Living at the Crossroads 



Absorption of Biblical Story 



Avoiding being an “advanced case of 
syncretism” 

 I do not believe that we can speak 
effectively of the Gospel as a word 
addressed to our culture unless we recover a 
sense of the Scriptures as a canonical whole, 
as the story which provides the true context 
for our understanding of the meaning of our 
lives—both personal and public. 

 

      - Lesslie Newbigin 



Resisting global humanist story 

 What do we really need in order to 
recognize and to resist this new 
metanarrative of globalization? 
Surely a story that counters the global 
dominance of the profit-motive and 
the culture of consumption . . .  

 
     - Richard Bauckham 



Need for subversive summaries 

 “. . . summaries of the biblical story are 
more or less essential” (Richard Bauckham). 

 

 An essential part of our theological and 
missional task today is to “tell this story as 
clearly as possible, and to allow it to 
subvert other ways of telling the story of 
the world .” . .” (NT Wright)  



Drama of Scripture 
o  ACT ONE: God Establishes His Kingdom: Creation 
o  ACT TWO: Rebellion in the Kingdom: Fall 
o  ACT THREE: The King Chooses Israel: Redemption Initiated 

n  Gen. 12:1-3: Blessed to be a blessing 
n  Ex. 19:3-6: Showcase for the nations 
n  On display on the land 
n  Israel fails in their mission 
n  Prophets 

o  ACT FOUR: The Coming of the King: Redemption Accomplished 
n   Gathers and renews Israel in their mission 
n   Accomplishes and inaugurates age to come in death and resurrection 
n   Commissions them to continue his mission 

o  ACT FIVE: Spreading the News of the King: The Mission of the 
Church 

o  ACT SIX: The Return of the King: Redemption Completed 



 Reflecting on the Biblical Story 
o  Story of God’s restorative activity (missio dei) 
o  Story of restoration of the whole of human life 

from sin in the context of the whole creation 
o  Chooses and uses a people as his covenant 

partners   
n  To be a picture of what he is doing 
n  To invite others (by life, word, deed) into story 
  

 ‘The Bible renders to us the story of God’s mission through 
God’s people in their engagement with God’s world for the 
sake of the whole of God’s creation.’ (C. Wright) 



Our Place in the Biblical Story 

 

Michael Goheen 



What is our place  
in the Drama of Scripture? 

o  ACT ONE: God Establishes His Kingdom: 
Creation 

o  ACT TWO: Rebellion in the Kingdom: Fall 
o  ACT THREE: The King Chooses Israel: 

Redemption Initiated 
o  ACT FOUR: The Coming of the King: 

Redemption Accomplished 
o  ACT FIVE: Spreading the News of the King: 

Redemption made known 
o  ACT SIX: The Return of the King: Redemption 

Completed 



What time is it? Our place in the story 

o  Kingdom already arrived but not 
yet fully here 
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Messias e Espírito  
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Foretaste and Previews 
o  We have a foretaste of the Kingdom 

n  Actual taste now 
n  Complete meal in future 

o  We are previews of the Kingdom 
n  Actual footage of movie/kingdom 
n  Designed to interest viewer in future 

movie/kingdom so they will want to 
participate 





Calling of God’s people: Witness 
 We can summarize the calling of that 
people the church, in the world today 
with three words. The church is called to 
witness—to be a witness to the coming 
of God’s Kingdom, God’s work of 
renewal, urging all people everywhere to 
repent and join the band of Christ 
followers. 



Calling of God’s People: Serve 
 The church is called to serve—to 
serve all people everywhere by 
relieving their misery and their lack 
of joy, both attacking the structures 
that victimize and alleviating the 
misery of the victims. 



Calling of God’s People: Evidence 
 . . . the church is called, in its own life 
and community, to give evidence of the 
new life—not just to wait round in the 
promise that someday there will be a new 
heaven and a new earth, but to exhibit the 
fact that in Christ there is a new Power 
and that the Kingdom has broken in.  
    – Nicholas Wolterstorff 



What time is it? Our place in the story 

o  Kingdom already arrived but not yet 
fully here 

o  Witness to goal of history: Embody 
end of history and invite others into it 
n  Be the witness 
n  Do the witness 
n  Say the witness 



Giving evidence of new life 

 They would have to sing better songs 
to me that I might believe in their 
Redeemer: his disciples would have to 
look more redeemed! 

                                            - Friedrich Nietzsche 



 The Christians’ lifestyle should not 
only be exemplary, but also winsome. 
It should attract outsiders and invite 
them to join the community… Their 
‘exemplary existence’ is a powerful 
magnet that draws outsiders toward the 
church. (David Bosch) 

Exemplary existence 



What might this exemplary existence 
look like? 

o  A community of justice in a world of 
economic and ecological injustice 

o  A community of generosity and simplicity (of 
‘enough’) in a consumer world 

o  A community of truth (humility and boldness) 
in a world of uncertainty and suspicion. 

o  A community of joy and thanksgiving in a 
world of entitlement 

o  A community who experiences God’s 
presence in a secular world 



What might this exemplary existence 
look like? 

o  A community of self-control and marital fidelity 
in a world saturated by sex. 

o  A community of forgiveness in a world of hatred, 
competition, violence, grudges, and revenge. 

o  A community of self-giving love in a world of 
selfishness and self-gratification. 

o  A community of wisdom in a world of 
proliferating knowledge and information 
technology. 



What might this exemplary existence 
look like? 

o  A community of patience in a world of 
immediate gratification. 

o  A community of compassion in a world 
numbed by overexposure to violence and 
tragedy. 

o  A community that uses language positively 
in a world of destructive communication. 

o  A community of depth in a culture of 
superficiality.   



What might this exemplary existence 
look like? 
o  A community of cheerful seriousness in a 

culture of triviality. 
o  A community committed to the important 

issues of our globe in a culture of apathy and 
indifference.  

o  A community of self-giving in a culture of 
self-absorption, narcissism, and entitlement. 

o  A community of purpose in a world of 
noncommittal apathy 



What might this exemplary existence 
look like? 

o  A community of hope in a world of 
disillusionment and consumer satiation 

o  A community of humility in a world of arrogant 
self-interest.  

o  A community of joy in a world dominated by a 
frantic and hedonistic pursuit of pleasure. 

o  A community of joyful purpose in a culture 
‘amusing ourselves to death. 

o  A community of praise in a world of narcissism. 



What time is it? Our place in the story 

o  Kingdom already arrived but not yet 
fully here 

o  Witness to goal of history: Embody 
end of history and invite others into it 

o  Continuing the mission of Jesus 

 

‘As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you’ (John 20.21). 



Continuing the mission of Jesus 
o  Announced the kingdom with his words 
o  Demonstrated the kingdom with his 

deeds 
o  Embodied the kingdom with his life 
o  Solidarity with poor and marginalised 
o  Prayed for the kingdom 
o  Suffered for the kingdom 
o  Formed a kingdom community 



What time is it? Our place in the story 

o  Kingdom already arrived but not yet 
fully here 

o  Witness to goal of history: Embody 
end of history and invite others into it 

o  Continuing the mission of Jesus 
o  Witness is as wide as creational life 
 
 



Witness as wide as creation 

 The Spirit thrusts God’s people into 
worldwide mission. 
 He impels young and old, men and 
women, 
 to go next door and far away into science 
and art, media and marketplace, 
 with the good news of God’s grace..  

                               

                                       - Our World Belongs to God, 33 
 



Central to our being 
 Following the apostles, the church is sent– 
 sent with the gospel of the kingdom  
 to make disciples of all nations, to feed the 
hungry,  
 to proclaim the assurance that in the name of 
Christ there is forgiveness of sin and new life  
 for all who repent and believe–                                      
 to tell the news that our world belongs to God. 
  



Central to our being 
 In a world estranged from God,                            
 where millions face confusing choices,         
 this mission is central to our being,               
 for we announce the one name that 
saves.  

                                                              



All of life is witness 
 The rule of Jesus Christ covers the 
whole world. 
 To follow this Lord is to serve him 
everywhere, without fitting in, 
 as lights in the darkness, 
 as salt in a spoiling world.                                                                              

    - Our World Belongs to God, 44-45 
 



Not one square inch! 

 There is not one square inch of the 
entire domain of human life of which 
Christ, the rightful Lord over all, 
does not proclaim: “This is Mine!”  

 
      - Abraham Kuyper 

 



Claimed and counterclaimed 
 

 There is no neutral ground in the 
universe: every square inch, every 
split second, is claimed by God and 
counterclaimed by Satan. 

 
        - C. S. Lewis 



Sacred/Secular Dualism 



What time is it? Our place in the story 
o  Kingdom already arrived but not yet 

fully here 
o  Witness to goal of history: Embody end 

of story and invite others into it 
o  Continuing the mission of Jesus 
o  Witness is as wide as creational life 
o  Missionary encounter: Inevitable clash 

of stories 
 
 



How am I to live? 

 It is not a matter of whether some 
story will shape your life. It is only a 
matter of which story will shape it. 



Who gets to narrate the world? 

“. . . the most pressing spiritual issue 
of our time” is the question “who 
gets to narrate the world?”  

  

o  Liberal, humanist global story? 
o  Islam? 
o  Bible? 



A Call to an Ancient Evangelical Future 

“Today, as in the ancient era, the Church is 
confronted by a host of master narratives that 
contradict and compete with the gospel. The 
pressing question is: who gets to narrate the 
world?” 
  

“In a world of competing stories, we call 
Evangelicals to recover the truth of God’s word 
as the story of the world, and to make it the 
centerpiece of Evangelical life.” 
 

      - Robert Webber 



Email: michaelwgoheen@gmail.com 
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